
      

Delight Yourself in the Lord…, Psalm 37:4, Pt. IX 
 
     We concluded our study last week by observing that this unnamed woman’s gratitude to Christ for 
saving her soul was a practical demonstration of the presentation of her body “.. as  a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”  Rom 12:1. Offering herself to Christ in this manner 
is an act of worship that is sacrificial, selfless and costly.  It is sacrificial and selfless not only because of the 
material cost of the ointment which some commentators compute to be equivalent to 300 denarii or about a 
year salary per pound 1 (a denarius was 1 day’s wages, Mt 20:2; etc.) but also because in so doing, she 
had virtually opened the door for public rebuke and condemnation from the distinguished guests that were 
present and especially from the host, Simon the Pharisee, whose heartless thoughts and sentiments 
regarding her actions (and Jesus’ reactions) are recorded in v. 39.     
 
     The previous verse describes her as bending down to wipe Jesus’ feet which she had drenched with her 
tears, with her hair.  In the original, the verbs wiped and kissed are in the imperfect tense and therefore 
indicate her repetitive actions; that is, she kept on wiping and kissing Jesus’ feet.  Her tears are 
undoubtedly the product of a genuinely contrite heart, authentic repentance for her sins and unbounded joy 
in the Lord who saved her soul.   She therefore found no difficulty in bowing down to her Redeemer in 
thankful worship.  She considered that the One who, though fully equal with God did not think such equality 
as a privilege to be selfishly grasped but who humiliated himself by adding humanity to his deity by 
becoming the sovereignly appointed Suffering Servant who gave his life for her on the cross, Phi 2:5-8, to 
be worthy of her public self-abasement.  After all, she reasoned, if my Lord could stoop down to make me 
great, should I not offer myself to him at all times in unrestrained humility?  If, my Lord Jesus Christ, who, 
though he was rich, yet for my sake became poor, so that I by his poverty might become rich, 2 Cor 8:9, 
should I not consider that any gift to him or any risk that I should undertake on his account, to be worthy of 
any and all sacrifice?   
 
     Although she does not utter a word throughout her worship, her actions reverberate with thunderous and 
defiant praise.  Indeed, this is a silent worship ceremony whose actions and meaning resonate with joy and 
trembling. Whereas prior to her salvation her sinful reputation preceded her, now, as one whose sins were 
fully and freely forgiven, her public display of emboldened worship now heralds her presence.  By his 
sovereign grace alone, Christ has removed the suffocating guilt of her past sinful, sexually immoral life.  
According to his abundant mercies alone, he has lifted her gruesome burden and now she is free at last.  
By sheer grace alone, Christ has transformed her from being a social outcast to a covenant child of God.  
By sheer grace alone, Christ has rescued her from the condemnation of man and God and has clothed her 
with his own righteousness.  By sheer grace alone, Christ has washed her sins away so that she is now 
eternally cleansed.  By sheer grace alone, Christ has provided her with a new perspective of life, a new 
purpose in life and a new priority in life.  All of these transformations are briefly but soundly explained by 
our Lord’s words in verse 47, “  [your] sins, which are many, have been forgiven,..”   Here, our Lord states 
that the reason for the woman’s heartfelt and profuse display of adoration for him is because he has 
forgiven her of all her sins; indeed, she loves him much because she is very conscious of the fact that he 
has graciously removed the power, the dominion as well as the guilt of her sins.  As a result of her 
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forgiveness, she is now manifesting the radical transformation of her heart by offering him sincere adoration 
in a very powerful and intimate way! 
 
     Yes, those who are the recipients of God’s gracious salvation in Christ freely and boldly verify their new 
status in many expressions of gratitude, especially in joyful selfless and sacrificial worship.  In so doing, 
they manifest the new delight that Christ has placed in their hearts, expressions of which the world 
considers scandalous and outrageous but which they think as their reasonable service simply because he 
who has been forgiven much, loves much!   This woman delighted in her God, Lord and Savior.  
 
We’ll continue this discussion next week, God willing  
 
 
 
 


